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What does BirdSleuth Provide?

ÅOpportunity for 

inquiry

ÅOutdoor experience

ÅAuthentic use of 

technology

Through  

Citizen Science!



What is Citizen Science?



Gathering Data



What is ñCitizen Scienceò?

ÅPeople across the continent 
gather and submit dataé

ÅAllowing scientists to answer 
large-scale questionsé

ÅWhile promoting

ïEnvironmental awareness

ïScientific literacy

ïConservation of biological 

diversity



Citizen Science Projects

Å Project FeederWatch

Å Project PigeonWatch

Å Great Backyard Bird Count 

Å eBird

Å NestWatch

Å Celebrate Urban Birds! 

http://www.ebird.org/
http://www.ebird.org/


ñItôs fun to just 

be peaceful 

and quiet for 

awhile and 

listen to 

birds.ò 
ïBirdSleuth 

student,

grade 7



BirdSlueth Modules

ÅMost Wanted Birds (eBird)

ÅExploring Bird Behavior (Crows Count, Cam 

Clickrs)

ÅHomeschoolerôs Guide to Project 

FeederWatch (Project FeederWatch)

ÅInvestigating Bird Reproduction (NestWatch)

ÅInvestigating Evidence  (free online              

inquiry lessons and support)
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/birdsleuth/inquiry



Sound Surveillance

ÅWhat is a bird?

ïMystery Sound #1

ïMystery Sound #2

ïMystery Sound #3

ÅCount the Chorus

ÅCommon Birds



Sleuthing Silhouettes



What species can 

you recognize?



Become a Bird ID Expert





Whoôs My 

Focus Bird?



Use Field Guides



TB1_OSD277.flv

ÅMystery Bird Video
ÅTake Notes and make sketches while watching

ÅUse the field guide afterward



Sleuthing for Science

ÅWhat is Citizen Science?

CitizensHelpingScientistsH264.flv





eBird

ÅAny bird!

ÅAnywhere!

ÅAny time!



Bird Species 5/4 5/11 5/18 5/25 6/1 total mean

Black-capped 

Chickadee

4 6 2 5 6 23 4.6

American Robin 1 1 2 0 1 5 1.0

American Crow 0 0 8 0 12 20 ?

American 

Goldfinch

7 6 5 6 12 36 7.2

Bird Observations



Your Counts Really Matter!



Exploring eBird Data is easy!

Go to www.ebird.org/birdsleuth

click on ñView and Explore Dataò





What can we learn about 

Mourning Doves?



FREQUENCY 

CHART 

RANGE MAP 



What is the average count of 

Mourning Doves in New York?



You can 

look at up to 

five birds at 

a time.



You can 

look at 

more than 

one state, 

too!



ñI learned that taking them outside and letting 

them do bird observation was a great way to 

motivate them to ask questions in science.ò 

(Celebrate Urban Birds Teacher)


