Bird Song Activity
Discuss with children that most birds sing either in the early morning or late afternoon when it is cooler outside.  Birds sing special songs either to establish and defend territories or to attract mates.  Other calls also communicate danger or food sources to other birds of the same species.
For the activity, the children are going to have to find the bird that is “singing” the same song that they are “singing”.  Give each child a specific bird song (see below).  When you tell the children to begin, each child needs to make his or her specific song.  When they hear someone else making the same song they need to pair up with that person.  Once everyone has found their pair, discuss the activity.  Was it hard to find someone with the same song?  
Robin: “cheerio cheery me cheery me”

Ovenbird: “teacher-teacher-teacher”

White-throated sparrow: “poor Sam Peabody-Peabody-Peabody”

Eastern meadowlark: “sweet spring is here”

Eastern wood pewee: “pee-a-wee”

Redwinged blackbird: “kank-la-ree”

Yellowthroat: “witchity-witchity-witchity”

Backcapped chickadee: “chick-a-dee-dee-dee” or “fee-bee”

Red-eyed vireo: “going up—coming down”

Yellow warbler: “sweet sweet sweet I’m so sweet”

Chestnut-sided warbler: “pleased-pleased-pleased to meet you”

Goldfinch: “potato chip—potato chip”

Phoebe: “fiby-fiby”

White-breasted nuthatch: “yank-yank”

This activity was revised from Clock Chorus found in Hands-On Nature by Joseph Lingelbach.

