
 Date  

Forest Plot Survey Form 
Names            GPS position___________________________ 
   
  
General Site Information:  
  
  
Nearest Trail / Intersection:  
 

Disturbances & Threats:  deer: browse * 
scat * herd_____ 
clearing * nutria * erosion * gypsy moth * fire * 
other:_____  
Non-native plants:  
A: 1-20  B: 21-40  C: 41-60  D: 61-80 E: 81-100 
Leave blank if 0 in category 
Honeysuckle A B C D E 
Stiltgrass  A B C D E 
___________  A B C D E 

3a. Terrestrial 
 Mixed hardwood  
 Evergreen (Pine)  
 Stream banks 
 Managed meadow  

 
3b. Disturbed or open 

 Gardens, planted  
 Lawns / cleared lands  
 Abandoned sand mine  
 Old fields  

    
Additional comments & observations about 
area outside plot. (Describe) 

 Big Trees (record on reverse, indicate by asterix, draw 
on map) 

 Topography 

 Stream/wetlands/trails 

 Anomolous features 

 

 

Slope 
1 - 0-3 0 (level) 
2 - 4-300 (moderately/hilly) 
3 - 31-60 0 (steep) 
4 - 61-900 (extremely steep) 
5 - hummock and hollow 

microtopography 
 
Slope Shape  
Vertical Horizontal 
C - concave C - concave 
X - convex X - convex 
S - straight S - straight 
Surface Substrate (%cover) 
Use these ranges:  
A: 1-20  B: 21-40  C: 41-60 
D: 61-80 E: 81-100 
Leave blank if 0 in category 
Decaying wood A B C D E 
Gravel  A B C D E 
Mineral soil/sand  A B C D E 
Organic matter  A B C D E 
Water  A B C D E 
Moss/lichen  A B C D E 
Other  A B C D E 

Dominant Forest 
Understory 
1 - sparse shrub layer 
2 - medium shrub layer 
3 - dense shrub layer 
4 - herbaceous only 
5 - leaf litter/debris only 
 
Topographical Position 

1 – plain /level 
2 – toe 
3 – lower slope 
4 – middle slope 
5 – upper slope 
6 – escarpment 
7 – ledge/terrace 
8 – crest 
9 – basin/depression 
10 – floodplain 
11 – stream bottom 

Please draw reference trees or features on map

 



 Date  

  
TREES 

If there are large trees outside of plot, record DBH, mark with an asterix (*) and draw on map. 
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Common Name Scientific Name DBH DBH DBH DBH DBH DBH DBH DBH DBH DBH DBH 
  Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissima            
  Box Elder Acer negundo            
  Red Maple Acer rubrum            
  Mimosa Albizzia julibrissin            
  River Birch Betula nigra            
  American Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana            
  Pignut Hickory Carya glabra            
  Pale Hickory Carya pallida            
  Mockernut Hickory Carya tomentosa            
  Pale Hickory Carya pallida            
  Unknown Hickory Carya sp.             
  Chinquapin Castanea pumila            
  Hackberry Celtis occidentalis            
  Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida            
  Persimmon Diospyros virginiana            
  American Beech Fagus grandifolia            
  White Ash Fraxinus americana            
  Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica            
  American Holly Ilex opaca            
  Black Walnut Juglans nigra            
  Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana            
  Mountain Laurel Kalmia latifolia            
  Sweet Gum Liquidambar styraciflua            
  Tuliptree Liriodendron tulipifera            
  Swamp Magnolia Magnolia virginiana            
  Sour Gum Nyssa sylvatica            
  Loblolly  Pine Pinus taeda            
  Virginia Pine Pinus virginiana            
  Bigtooth Aspen Populus grandidentata            
  Wild Black Cherry Prunus serotina            
  White Oak Quercus alba            
  Scarlet Oak Quercus coccinea            
  Southern Red Oak Quercus falcata            
  Black-jack Oak Quercus marilandica            
  Willow Oak Quercus phellos            
  Chestnut Oak Quercus prinus            
  Northern Red Oak Quercus rubra            
  Post Oak Quercus stellata            
  Black Oak Quercus velutina            
  Unk. “White” Oak Quercus sp. “white”            
  Unk. “Red” Oak Quercus sp. “red”            
  Black Locust Robinia pseudo-acacia            
  Sassafras Sassafras albidum            
  American Elm Ulmus americana            
  Slippery Elm Ulmus nigra            
               
               
               



 Date  

  Other Plants  
Shrubs and Small Trees  
Record the three largest DBH even if <4cm 
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Common Name Scientific Name DBH DBH DBH
  Service Berry Amelanchier canadensis    
  Devil's Walkingstick Aralia spinosa    
  Red Chokeberry Aronia arbutifolia    
  Pawpaw Asimina triloba    
  Button Bush Cephalanthus occidentalis    
  Redbud Cercis canadensis    
  Fringetree Chioanthus virginicus    
  Strawberry Bush Euonymus americanus    
  Dwarf Huckleberry Gaylussacia dumosa    
  Witch Hazel Hamamelis virginiana    
  Wild Hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens    
  Winterberry Ilex verticillata    
  Spicebush Lindera benzoin    
  Black Willow Salix nigra    
  Highbush Blueberry Vaccinium corymbosum    
  Deerberry Vaccinium stamineum    
  Unknown Blueberry Vaccinium sp.    
  Maple-lvd Viburnum Viburnum acerifolium    
  Southern Arrowwood Viburnum dentatum    
  Black Haw Viburnum prunifolium    
  Elderberry Sambucus sp.    
  Black Willow Salix nigra    
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

 
Vines 

 Common Name Scientific Name 
� Sawbrier Smilax glauca 
� Common Greenbrier Smilax rotundifolia 
� Poison Ivy Toxicodendron radicans 
� Trumpet Creeper Campsis radicans 
� Virginia Creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia
� Wild Grape Vitis sp. 
� Bramble Rubus sp. 

   

   

   

   

  
Herbaceous Species  
 
Pink Lady Slipper, Cypripedium acuale 

 # Lf # Fl # Se  # Lf # Fl # Se 
1    5    
2    6    
3    7    
4    8    

 
 Common Name Scientific Name 
� Jack-in-the-Pulpit Arisaema triphyllum 
� Sedge Carex sp. 
� Spotted Wintergreen Chimaphila maculata 
� Spring Beauty Claytonia virginica  
� Wild Yam Dioscorea villosa 
� Cleavers Galium aparine 
� Wild Licorice Galium circaezans 
� Rattlesnake Plantain Goodyera pubescen 
� Partridgeberry Mitchella repens  
� May Apple Podophyllum peltatum 
� Solomon's Seal Polygonatum biflorum 
� Crane Fly Orchid Tipularia  discolor 
� Perfoliate Bellwort Uvularia perfoliata 
� Common Blue Violet Viola papilionacea 
   
   
   
   

 
Ferns and Fern Allies 

 Common Name Scientific Name 
� Running Pine Lycopodium  complanatum 
� S. Ground-cedar Lycopodium digitatum 
� Tree Clubmoss Lycopodium  obscurum 
� “Tree-like” form Lycopodium sp. 
� Staghorn Clubmoss Lycopodium clavatum 
� Shining Clubmoss Lycopodium lucidulum 
� “Upright” form Lycopodium sp. 

� Lady-Fern Athyrium filix-femina 
� Hay-Scented Fern Dennstaedtia punctilobula 
� Intermediate Wood Fern Dryopteris intermedia 
� Marginal Shield Fern Dryopteris marginalis 
� Sensitive Fern Onoclea sensibilis 
� Royal Fern Osmunda regalis 
� Common Polypody Polypodium virginianum 
� Netted Chain-Fern Woodwardia areolata 
� Ebony Spleenwort Asplenium platyneuron 
� Grape Fern Botrychium dissectum 
� Rattlesnake Fern Botrychium virginianum 
� Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides
� New York Fern Thelypteris noveboracensis
� Marsh Fern Thelypteris palustris 
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