Dear Teachers Who Attended the MAEOE Session,

Thank you for coming to the session and learning about the “Home Challenges”.  I obviously am enthused about them.  The long-term outcome of giving these assignments can never be fully predicted and I am sure that with some students they will really work well and with other students the impact may not be as great.  That is expected…yet at least we provide the students with the activation energy to attempt to make personal change and put the issues within the locus of control of each student.  That is the real benefit of these assignments: empowering students.


To some degree the Home Challenges are locally specific and so I hope that you make alterations to them that make them even more meaningful for your students.  I really would like to hear about it if you use them and hear what you did to change them or make the better.  I hope you will let me know, but if you get too busy I also understand that.


During the presentation I did not get a chance to discuss the electricity saving challenge or the transportation challenge.  The Electricity Challenge is best done in the darker winter months so that the data collection time span is during a period when more electricity is being used.  This makes the change more pronounced.  The Transporation Challenge is really designed for Allegany County.  Perhaps you live in a place where walking or biking is actually a possibility for your students.  While I walk to school every day (living about 1 mile from my school), my average students lives in excess of five miles from the school in mountain terrain, making biking or walking an unlikely solution for them for now.  It is currently not within their locus of control.  If you redesign this challenge or any other challenge I hope you will let me know.  If you make your own original home challenge I hope you will e-mail me a copy.  I think the important thing is to choose tasks that students can do without much help from anybody else so that they are fully in control.
Thanks for attending my session and reading this addendum,

Sincerely,

Tom Kozikowski

