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INTRODUCTION

The Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor
Education (MAEOE) is a non-profit organization that has been
in existence since 1985. MAEOE encourages, engages, and
empowers the community to understand, responsibly use, and
promote the natural world.

Founded in 1999, the MAEOE Maryland Green Schools
program allows a school to highlight achievements and
progress towards environmental sustainability, aligned with
the Maryland Environmental Literacy graduation requirement
as set forthin COMAR 13A.04.17.01 and the Environmental
Literacy Goal established in the Chesapeake Bay Agreement, as
well as Environmental Literacy Standards, Next Generation
Science Standards, Maryland State Standards, C3 Curriculum,
and STEAM Curriculum.

The MAEOE Green Centers program was created in 2003 to
support a growing Maryland Green Schools program. The
Green Center Award recognizes organizations that model
sustainable practices and support schools with the
implementation of environmental education. Green Centers
offer professional learning opportunities to teachers, model
sustainable practices, and provide activities and learning
opportunities for visitors. Green Centers are a partner and
resource for schools completing the Maryland Green Schools
application, and they are involved in the preservation of the
state’s unique natural resources, particularly those of the
Chesapeake Bay and its watershed. In addition, MAEOE and
the Green Centers work in collaboration with MSDE to support
environmental literacy in schools and preK-12th grade youth.
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https://maeoe.org/uploads/files/13A.04.17EnvironmentalLitStandards2020.pdf
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/goals/environmental_literacy
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/goals/environmental_literacy
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/what_guides_us/watershed_agreement
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Environmental/EnvironmentalLiteracyFramework.pdf

10 STEPS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

D 1. Make a list of your center’s green activities and documentation.

o First-time applications: information and documentation from the past two academic
years may be included.

o Renewing centers: information and documentation from the past four academic years
may be included.

o Applications must also include instruction and actions from the current academic year
of submission.

o A maximum of two future actions/events (e.g., Earth Day Celebration in April following
submission) are permitted and require a letter or note from a center administrator.

D 2. Review the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs).
FAQs can be found on the MAEOE website. For specific inquiries, email
applications@maeoe.org.

C] 3. View examples of successful applications for ideas.
Visit the MAEOE website for a list of example applications. Slideshows, websites, and
spreadsheets are all acceptable application formats.

(7] 4. Attend a MAEOE Green Centers info session, as well as Green Schools and online

portal info sessions.
Visit the Green Schools online application portal for scheduled trainings in the fall.

() 5. Make contact with one of your local schools.
o Introduce a school to the Green Schools program and/or assist a renewing school with
their application process.
o For more information about Green Schools in your area, email applications@maeoe.org.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ePpXYx67pcDpe2Vue-BN1YrrSlFN0UaNlkt9cjml9ZE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:applications@maeoe.org
https://www.maeoe.org/what-we-do/maryland-green-schools-program/green-centers/green-centers-application-process/
https://marylandgreenschools.org/funding-opportunities
mailto:applications@maeoe.org
mailto:applications@maeoe.org
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview

Submit your Intent to Apply form and $125 fee by December 15, 2025.

If paying by check, please mail to MAEOE at P.O. Box 1103 Edgewater, MD 21037
with your center’s name on the memo line.
Applications cannot be submitted until the fee is paid.

Attend a Green Schools/Centers application reviewer training.
Reviewing applications counts towards your application under Objective 1.2.2 and
provides insight into how other schools or centers are completing their applications.
Check the MAEOE website for reviewer training sessions around February.

Sign up for a preliminary review session with MAEOE.
Centers who attend a preliminary review session can have their application informally
reviewed and receive helpful tips before submission. Visit the MAEOE website for
preliminary review sessions in the spring.

Submit your application to applications@maeoe.org by March 2, 2026.

o Complete your center cover sheet to submit with your application.

o New centers may submit starting February 23, 2026.

o Renewing centers may submit anytime after the Intent to Apply deadline of
December 15, 2025.

o Applications received after March 2, 2026 are not guaranteed a review.

o You will receive a confirmation email when you submit your application on the portal.
If you do not receive this confirmation, please email applications@maeoe.org.

o All Green Centers will be announced on or around Earth Day.

(] 10. Register to attend the Youth Summit and celebrate!

The Youth Summit will be held on Thursday, May 28, 2026 at Sandy Point State Park.
This is a celebration for all schools in Maryland, and schools with successful 2025-2026
Green Schools applications will be recognized in an awards ceremony.



https://pci.jotform.com/form/252885124925161
mailto:applications@maeoe.org
https://www.maeoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024-2025-Green-Center-Cover-Sheet.docx
mailto:applications@maeoe.org
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview

APPLICATION CYCLES

All centers, including Sustainable centers, must reapply every four years to maintain their
Green Center status. For new applicants, activities and programs from the past two academic
years are eligible as application evidence. All subsequent applications may utilize activities and
programs from the four years between awards. Applications are accepted every year.

Application 3 (years 11-14)

4-year goals

Application Number Eligible Activities Application Type | Certification Type
Activities occurring two
New (Ist Application) academic years prior to Regular Regular
submission (years 1-2)
. . Activities occurring after
2nd Application Application 1 (years 3-6) Regular Regular
N Activities occurring after
3rd Application Application 2 (years 7-10) Regular Regular
4th Application Activities occurring after Regular with Sustainable

5th Application

Activities occurring after
Application 4 (years 15-18)

Sustainable

Sustainable Bronze

6th Application

Activities occurring after
Application 5 (years 19-22)

Sustainable

Sustainable Silver

7th Application

Activities occurring after
Application 6 (years 23-26)

Sustainable

Sustainable Gold

8th Application and
In Perpetuity

Activities occurring after
Application 7 (years 27+)

Sustainable

Sustainable Evergreen




DOCUMENTATION GUIDE

Documentation is required for all activities listed in the application. Keep in mind that
professionals who do not know your school will be reviewing the application, so please include

detailed descriptions for all activities.

Strong Documentation

Documentation to Avoid

Photos, videos, or other media of students in action

Photos with no students present

Completed student assignments, projects,
worksheets, etc.

Lesson plans and blank student worksheets™

Workshop registration emails, certificates of
completion, or sign-in sheets

Promotional fliers and emails

Screenshots of email correspondence between
staff and partners, including the date

Staff headshots or partner organization logos

Links to public-facing websites

Links to websites without public access

Agendas describing plans for a near future event

Photos or screenshots of news articles or social
media posts

*While lesson plans would not pass as standalone
documentation, they may supplement the examples
listed on the left.

Documentation is NOT required for Sustainable centers (Applications 5 and beyond).



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IMletzymEtZINoVOevIQJsKLQGEdx7PA/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=115594398291844185544&rtpof=true&sd=true
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https://marylandgreenschools.org/funding-opportunities
mailto:grants@maeoe.org
mailto:applications@maeoe.org
mailto:conference@maeoe.org



https://www.maeoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-26-Green-Center-Cover-Sheet1.pdf
https://www.maeoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-26-Green-Center-Cover-Sheet1.pdf
https://www.maeoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-26-Green-Center-Cover-Sheet1.pdf
https://www.maeoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-26-Green-Center-Cover-Sheet1.pdf
https://www.maeoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-26-Green-Center-Cover-Sheet1.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/242616333436151
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview



https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SY8SR6J
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SY8SR6J
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRnccGeJQ/RmQJuadMZRRYgvUz2cng-Q/view?utm_content=DAGRnccGeJQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview















https://maeoe.org/professional-development/maeoe-annual-conference






https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IMletzymEtZINoVOevIQJsKLQGEdx7PA/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=115594398291844185544&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IMletzymEtZINoVOevIQJsKLQGEdx7PA/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=115594398291844185544&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IMletzymEtZINoVOevIQJsKLQGEdx7PA/copy?usp=sharing&ouid=115594398291844185544&rtpof=true&sd=true






http://ebird.org/
http://inaturalist.org/
https://serc.si.edu/participatory-science/projects/chesapeake-water-watch
http://globe.gov/
https://journeynorth.org/monarchs
https://mycoast.org/md






https://www.maeoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024-2025-Green-Center-Cover-Sheet.docx
https://www.maeoe.org/what-we-do/maryland-green-schools-program/green-centers/
https://www.maeoe.org/what-we-do/maryland-green-schools-program/green-centers/
https://form.jotform.com/242616333436151



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SP75B2Y
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GMCK8FH







